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Chief Executive’s Welcome
I am very pleased to welcome you to the
second edition of our Cork Education
and Training Board newsletter.
As we approach the centenary of
the 1916 Rising, I think it is timely
to consider the values that the
Proclamation laid claim to: “The
Republic guarantees religious and
civil liberty, equal rights and equal
opportunities to all its citizens, and
declares its resolve to pursue the
happiness and prosperity of the whole
nation and of all its parts, cherishing all
the children of the nation equally”.
One hundred years on, these values
are as relevant today as they were in
1916, perhaps even more so, given the
changes in Irish society and culture in
recent years and the ongoing impact of
the economic recession on so many of
our citizens. Celebrating the centenary
allows us an opportunity to reflect
on the society we have created, and

whether we have achieved the vision of
liberty, equality and prosperity that our
ancestors aspired to. This year, Cork
ETB commemorates the Rising with a
number of events in our schools and
centres, most notably the “Aiseirí 1916”
gala concert in Cork Opera House on
March 17th.
In Cork ETB, we are in the privileged
position, through our day to day work,
of being in a position to impact directly
on the lives and experiences of our
students and learners and make a
positive contribution to Irish society.
Now, more than ever, it is vital that we
have a clear understanding of what we
are trying to achieve, and how it should
be done. Our core organisational
values – Brave, Committed, Positive,
Leading, Innovative and Caring –
underpin our commitment to our
students and learners. By living these
values on a daily basis, I believe that
we will achieve that vision of equality,
opportunity and, most importantly,

cherishing all of our children equally
as envisaged in the Proclamation.
I believe that the work of the former
VECs and FÁS, and now ETBs, can be
regarded as exemplars in terms of
striving to achieve an Ireland of equal
opportunities for all our learners, both
children and adults.
Le Meas

_____________________________
Chief Executive

The CETB School of Music “Sing” Choir in fine voice at Hear our Song 2015

Head Office
Cork ETB to apply for patronage
of new primary school in
Ballincollig
Cork ETB has announced its intention to
apply for patronage of the new primary
school earmarked by the Department
of Education and Skills for Ballincollig
in Co. Cork. The new primary school is
due to open in 2017.
This is to meet the demands of
Ballincollig’s growing population and
the oversubscription to schools in
the area currently. The Department
is in the process of securing a site for
temporary accommodation, as well as a
site for the permanent school building
and CETB aims to be chosen as the
provider of choice for the new school.

CETB’s intention is to create a nondenominational Community National
School with 21st century quality
standards of education provision,
child centeredness, and inclusivity.
In deciding that it would apply for
the patronage of the new school,
CETB is determined, if successful
in its application, to apply a similar
model to that which it already applies
to Ballincollig’s 1,500-student post

primary school, Coláiste Choilm and
its Irish language unit, Gaelcholáiste
Choilm.
The Board will, over the
coming months, be engaging in
a public information campaign in
Ballincollig to detail what its proposed
model involves and how it will meet the
needs of parents and pupils.

Planning granted for new school campus in Carrigaline
Cork County Council on the 8th March 2016 granted planning
permission to Cork ETB for the development of a three-school
campus at Gortnaclohy, Carrigaline. This eagerly awaited

development will include a state of the art Gaelcholáiste, a
Gaelscoil and a SONAS Junior primary school. The campus
will accommodate over 1,000 pupils when completed.

Scoil Aonghusa
Welcome Ceremony
Scoil Aonghusa C.N.S. Mallow held a
Welcome Ceremony for junior infant
students, their families and their belief
leaders on Friday 20th November
2015. The ceremony is unique to the
inclusive Community National School
model and celebrates students and
families of all beliefs, both religious
and non-religious. The ceremony was
attended by 4 different belief leaders
representing the Catholic Church,
Church of Ireland, The Bible Fellowship
Church and the Church of Christ Our
Light, Mallow.
Scoil
Aonghusa
was
the
first

Community National School to be
established outside of the greater
Dublin area. Enrolment has doubled
and the school now celebrates 18
different nationalities on a daily

2

basis. The Welcome Ceremony is a
really important day for students and
families, it teaches them to welcome
and respect each student regardless of
their background, nationality or belief.

Student Awards Ceremony
117 Students Honoured in Awards Ceremony

were awarded with Special Commendation Certificates, with
one student receiving a medal. 23 students were awarded
Student of the Year.

High achieving Leaving Certificate and Leaving Certificate
Applied (LCA) students from 23 schools across Cork City and
County were honoured for their hard work and outstanding
results by Cork Education and Training Board (CETB) at a
recent awards ceremony held on 11th February in the Rochestown Park Hotel.
40 students received medals, 26 students received
Special Commendation Certificates, and 26 LCA students

Top achievers Jack O’Donovan from Clonakilty Community
College, Colm Hannon from Coláiste Choilm, Conor Kiely
from Glanmire Community College and James Ó hÁirt from
Gaelcholáiste Choilm received the highest award on the
night, ‘The Board Medal’, for achieving an impressive 625
points in the Leaving Certificate. This equates to 6 Higher
(honours) Level A1’s.

Chief Executive Mr Ted Owens, Kate O’Connell, Coláiste Choilm,
Kieran Styles, LCA Co-Ordinator, Coláiste Choilm. Kate received
the Tomás Ó Conaill medal for her LCA results.

Chief Executive Mr Ted Owens with (left to right) James Ó
hÁirt from Gaelcholáiste Choilm, Conor Kiely from Glanmire
Community College, Colm Hannon from Coláiste Choilm. Jack
O’Donovan from Clonakilty Community College also received
625 points but he was unable to be with us on the night.

Glanmire Community College
Nigel Owens, IRB World Cup Final Referee 2015,
visits Glanmire Community College
On Thursday, 21st January, Glanmire Community College had
the honour of inviting Rugby World Cup referee, Nigel Owens,
as a guest speaker to the school. Nigel Owens is one of the
best known referees in the rugby and sporting world. He has
overcome many personal challenges to rise to the pinnacle
of his profession, when he refereed last year’s Rugby World
Cup final, which saw New Zealand beat Australia in Wembley.
Owens, whose tough reputation saw him chosen to referee the
2015 World Cup final, said accepting himself was the biggest
challenge of his career. “The biggest challenge anyone comes
across in their life is accepting who they are. I spent years
and years trying to accept who I was. Only then could I get
on to the next stage, which was seeking help by speaking to
friends, family and even strangers. By doing that, I was able to
get to where I am today and get on with my life”
The IRB World Cup Final referee was very generous with
his time after his presentation, allowing plenty of photo
opportunities and discussion with the students.

Niamh O’Dwyer, teacher, Nigel Owens and John Kavanagh, Cork
City FC

”Fiddler on the Roof” a huge hit!
Last January, the musical, “Fiddler on the Roof”, under
director Ms Sharon Glancy and the production team, was a
huge success. Fiddler on the Roof is a musical set in Tsarist
Russia in 1905. The story centres on Tevye, the father of five
daughters, and his attempts to maintain his family and Jewish
religious traditions while outside influences encroach upon
their lives.

Students Eimear Manning as Tzeitel and Mark O’Dowd as
Motel in “Fiddler on the Roof”
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St. Brogan’s College
Rachel Allen demonstrates in St. Brogan’s College
On Thursday 14th January, St. Brogan’s College had the great
pleasure of having Rachel Allen, celebrity TV chef from
Ballymaloe, giving a cooking demonstration. Rachel was
invited to the school as part of the programme for JSCP by
the Co-ordinator Ms. Zoe Dineen. Rachel battled the icy roads
to arrive in school to great anticipation from the students.
Rachel demonstrated how to make a potato and herb soup
with delicious cheese scones. Students were then able to
sample the lovely food. Bandon Co-op were very generous
in sponsoring a cooker for use during the demonstration. The
students were delighted to get some cook books signed and
pictures taken. Rachel and parents were then treated to tea
and cupcakes made by some of the schools Young Enterprise
students.
The atmosphere during the whole demonstration was
extremely relaxed and Rachel’s personality shone through
with parents and students free to ask questions at any time.
Rachel and Zoe even discussed during the demonstration
how they found their way to their current careers relaying
to students that it is not always straight forward but to ‘follow
your heart’. Her presence in the school lifted the students and
they returned to class full of enthusiasm for cooking healthy
food.

Coláiste Treasa
A group of twelve students from
Colaiste Treasa in Kanturk, Co. Cork
came together to design and build a
robot for the VEX robotics competition.
They range in age from thirteen to
sixteen and successfully managed to
create a robot that competed in the
VEX robotics on Saturday the 30th of
January at Cork Institute of Technology.
Initially it was difficult as it was their first
year in the competition and for them it
was unchartered teritory. This made
them the underdogs of the competition
but they rose to the occasion and
built the winning robot thereby being
crowned
Tournament
Champions
along with Nagle Community College,
Mahon.
The team first came together in October
and meet every lunch time since then.
They have also met after school on
occasion. The team held a bake sale
to raise funds for VEX parts, designed
t-shirts and produced posters in order
to heighten awareness of the event
around the school. They also found
sponsors as they wanted to limit the
expense for the school in so much as
was possible.

The whole team enjoyed the experience
and all agreed that they would love to
compete again in the 2017 event, but
of course next year they plan to bring
some new members on board. Winning
the title of Tournament Champions
was a huge success for the team and
indeed the school. It was also a great
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achievement for Nagle Community
College, Mahon their partners, for the
final rounds of the event. The team
would like to take this opportunity to
congratulate Davis College, Mallow on
winning the overall contest and wish
them the best in their endeavors in
Kentuky.

Quality Assurance Office
Cork ETB has recently formed a Quality
Assurance Office in order to develop a
coordinated, integrated Quality System
that will enhance CETB’s programmes
and services in Further Education
and Training, with a primary focus on
sustaining and improving the quality
of sector, with specific focus on the
requirements of CETB as a registered
provider with QQI (Quality and
Qualifications Ireland) to meet the
requirements of QQI as set out in its
Quality Assurance and other policies.
Nuala Glanton as Adult Education
Officer will have overall responsibility
for the team and Carol Quinlan has
been appointed as Quality Assurance
Officer. They will be responsible
for the development of appropriate
policies and procedures, guidelines
and
monitoring
and
reporting
structures and will oversee their
implementation and the monitoring of
their effectiveness on an ongoing basis.

• Core Statutory Quality Assurance
Guidelines
• Core Policy and Criteria for the
Validation of Education and Training
Programmes by QQI
• Statutory Quality Assurance
Guidelines for Apprenticeships
Nuala Glanton,
Adult Education
Officer

Carol Quinlan,
Quality Assurance
Officer

The Quality Assurance team are
currently planning an Information
System for collecting, organising,
storing and communicating information
regarding Quality Assurance. They
will also be auditing current quality
assurance procedures in order to
identify best practice and inform a risk
register.
QQI has issued a number of white
papers for consultation including:

Once the QQI Core and Sector Specific
guidelines for ETBs are finalised, the
QA Team will begin consulting with
centres regarding the development
of a new CETB QA Policy. For the time
being, the existing QA policies and
procedures that centres are using
remain in place.
The QA Team are organising
assessment training with FESS for
March 9th and 14th and a QA Briefing
for all centres for mid-April to keep
centres up to date with developments.
Please email qa@corketb.ie with any
queries.

Bandon Adult Education Centre
Bandon ITABE
Communications Group
We are a group of eight students
that meet at the Bandon ETB Adult
Education Centre on Monday and
Wednesday for three hours. Every day
brings something new and we do many
different activities which help us with
our reading, writing, spelling and maths.
We also learn a lot about technology
and computers, the internet, email and
how to be safe online.
We compose stories about things that
happen in Bandon and things we do in
the class. So far we have done a lot of
great projects. We have photographed
and written about important, historical
places in Bandon. We have learned
about shapes in the real world and
photographed shapes around us. We
have worked on an allotment and
planted vegetables and flowers. Before
Christmas we had one of our biggest
challenges when we put all our projects
together and made a newsletter with

the help of our tutors. We were all very
happy with the result and really never
thought that we could have done it.
Looking at it, we have done so much in
so little time. It’s no wonder that class
time flies by!
We enjoy ourselves and will have a QQI

qualification at the end of the course.
For us there is a lot of good banter and
laughter while learning. We have made
good friends and learned a lot about
ourselves and how much we are able to
do. Our tutors are very helpful and we
help and support each other as often as
we can.

Bandon ITABE Communications group celebrate producing their ‘Bandon Christmas
Tales’ Newsletter December 2015

Bandon Healthcare Group:
The QQI level 4 Healthcare students
held a very successful coffee morning
at the Cork ETB Adult Education Centre
in Bandon on Friday December 4th.
The photograph shows members of
the group presenting a cheque for
the proceeds to Ms. Deirdre Carr,
Assistant Director of Nursing, Bandon
Community Hospital.
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Cork ETB School of Music

Sophie O’Shea, Music Theatre Student,
Glanmire centre, performing at ‘Hear our
Song 2015’ at City Hall Cork

Laura O’Driscoll – winner of the ‘Ronald
Lees Ribbon’ 2015 and CETB School of
Music Intermediate Student of the Year

Genevieve Walsh from Bandon Centre

Youthreach Ballincollig
Ballincollig Youthreach
Bedazzles our Bard for 150th
Birthday Celebration
Recently,
Ballincollig
Youthreach
students took part in Sligo Youthreach’s
W.B. Yeats 150th Birthday Poetry
Competition. Each student had to
compose their own poem using two
lines from a Yeats poem. Teacher, Breda
Dennehy was in awe of her students
participation, resulting in concise and
yet effective poems.

Left to right: Youthreach Students with teacher Breda Dennehy with their W.B. Yeats Poetry
competition certificates.

Dream Extreme (by Michael Carmody)
I have spread my dreams under your feet;
Tread softly because you tread on my dreams.
My youthreach days are now complete,
My dreams are now part of my schemes.

Caring youthreach has made me positive & up-beat;
How lucky I am to know this youthreach team.
I beam and glow on their wisdom sheet,
Yes, youthreach, taught me to dream extreme!

Students attend first Cork Youthreach Graduation
Ceremony
Ballincollig Youthreach students and staff were delighted to
attend the first ever Youthreach Graduation Ceremony at the
Clayton Hotel Silver Springs, Cork. At the ceremony, twelve
Youthreach centres from Cork city and county were engaged
by speakers Mr. Ted Owens CE CETB, Ger Canning AEO CETB
and Fergal Keane, nephew of the great playwright and novelist
John B. Keane. All speakers thanked and praised Youthreach
students and staff. The speakers stated the importance of
second chance or alternative education, progression and
positivity in challenging situations. This recognition day
made for a very enjoyable, uplifting and rewarding ceremony.
Ballincollig Youthreach staff commended their students on
receiving eleven Major Quality and Qualifications Ireland
(QQI) Awards.

Students and staff at the Youthreach Graduation Ceremony
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Youthreach Bandon

Students skating on 7th January

Students in attendance at the Awards Day in Silversprings Hotel
in November

Scoil Mhuire
Cuairt Liadh Ní Riada
Ar an Aoine an 13ú lá de Mhí na
Samhna, bhí an t-ádh le daltaí Scoil
Mhuire nuair a tháinig an Feisire as
Pairlimint na hEorpa Liadh Ní Riada
ar cuairt go dtí an scoil. Labhair sí le
daltaí Bhliain 1,2,3. Is as Cúil Aodha do
Liadh agus is cúis bhróid í do mhuintir
Ghaeltacht Mhuscraí. Labhair Liadh
linn go hiomlán as Gaeilge.
Toghadh Liadh Ní Riada mar Fheisire
Eorpach sa bhliain 2014. Roimhe sin ní
raibh sí fiú ag smaoineamh ar a bheith
mar bhall de Phairlimint na hEorpa!
Labhair Liadh mar gheall ar a saol mar
Fheisire Eorpach. Tá Liadh mar bhall
de thrí Choiste sa Phairlimint, an Coiste
Iascaireachta, an Coiste Búiséid agus

Bhain Scoil Mhuire an dara Brat Glas, an Brat Fuinnimh, amach i mbliana
agus tháinig Peileadóir Chorcaí agus iar-dhalta na scoile, Rhona Ní
Bhuachalla chun na scoile le déanaí chun an brat a árdú in éineacht le
daltaí na hÁrdteiste a bhí mar chuid den gCoiste.
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an Coiste Oideachais agus Cultúir. Déanann sí a lán
oibre chun cearta iascairí a fheabhsú.
Rud ana shuimiúil a dhein Liadh Ní Riada ná stailc
teanga. Ag cruinniú amháin dhiúltaigh sí go hiomlán
aon teanga eile a labhairt seachas a teanga dúchais.
Dhein sí é seo toisc nach raibh Pairlimint na hEorpa
ag cur córas aistriúcháin ar fáil do mhuintir na
hÉireann. Cuirtear córas aistriúcháin teanga ar fáil
do gach tír eile gan aon fhadhb agus ní raibh Liadh
sásta leis sin!
Luaigh Liadh Ní Riada trí phointe ana thábhachtacha
leis na daltaí:
Tá cearta cothroma ag fir agus mná agus ba chóir na
cearta sin a chur i bhfeidhm nuair is féidir.
Tá ár dteanga dúchais fíor-thábhachtach agus ba
cheart í a úsáid nuair is féidir. Ceart atá ann. Ní
pribhléid í.
Níl faic dodhéanta. Trí bliana ó shin ba ghnáthdhuine
í Liadh ach anois is Feisire Eorpach í!

Gaelcholáiste Charraig Uí Leighin
Bhain naonúr daltaí as ochtar ndaltaí
déag Céad Bhliana an Ghaelcholáiste
Craobh Chomórtas BT an Eolaí Óig 2016
amach. Dheineadar obair na gcapall
idir mí Meán Fómhair is mí na Nollag
faoi stiúir an Dr. Pól Uí Dhrisceoil chun
brat na hEolaíochta is na Gaeilge a
chur ar a dtrí thionscnamh. Ní hamháin
gur dheineadar cur i láthair den scoth
dos na moltóirí agus dos na sluaite
a thug cuairt ar an taispeántas, ach
dheineadar iad féin a chur i láthair go
slachtmhar in agallaimh teilifíse agus
raidió leis. Thug an leath eile den rang
dhá lá ina dteannta ag an Taispeántas,
chun páirt a ghlacadh sna himeachtaí
idirghníomhaíochta agus eile a bhí
ann dóibh, agus chun machnamh agus
pleanáil a dhéanamh dá dtaighde
Eolaíochta féin amach anseo. Táid i
mbun pleanála cheana féin dá dtaighde
do chomórtas na bliana 2017 chomh
maith le Scifest a reachtálfar go gairid.

Davis College
Davis College Model United Nations
delegation, find out where it stands on the issues relevant to the
conference and prepare and deliver speeches. Its organiser,
Dr. Jose Horta, established the Model United Nations Club in
the school three years ago and is extremely proud to see how
it has flourished. It is run by students, for students. It gives
them an opportunity to discuss and attempt to solve issues
of global importance, ranging from space exploration, to
terrorism. Students are already looking forward to DCMUN
2017.

The Davis College Model United Nations (DCMUN) was in
session in Cork City Hall from 26th-29th January 2016. The
conference has seen seventeen secondary schools from
all over Ireland, from Schull to as far north as Letterkenny,
becoming involved in the simulation of the United Nations.
The 326 students also included delegations from as far afield
as Lisbon and Porto in Portugal.
This conference was hosted by Davis College, Mallow and this
is the third time that the school has facilitated this prestigious
event. Students are assigned to be a delegate for a particular
country or NGO. It is their prerogative to research their

You can find out more about the conference on the
official video link here: https://drive.google.com/file/
d/0B0vPkAYV9lUwYllMZk9vV01WQ0U/view?usp=sharing
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Carrignafoy Community College
VEX Robotics Team
This year a team of Transition Year students from Carrignafoy
Community College are entered in the VEX Robotics
competition. This is a worldwide competition involving more
than 10,000 teams from 32 countries around the world! The
competition involves designing, building, programming and
operating a robot to play against other teams in a challenge
called ‘Nothing but Net’.
The students began working on their robot who was
christened Sonia (after Sonia O Sullivan our local hero) in late
October. Over the past four months the students have worked
extremely hard to perfect their design and get ready for the
finals which took place on 30th January in CIT. The students
recently attended a Robot scrimmage held in St. Colmans
Community College, Midleton where they got the opportunity
to meet teams from other schools and observe their robots.
Their work has involved manually building the robot,
becoming familiar with programming and Computer Aided
Design software, creating a logo and documenting all of their
progress.

Team members with Ms A O’Mahony (Teacher)

St. Fanahan’s College
Tesco Community Awards
We are very proud to congratulate Tara
O’Gorman and David Baginski who were
awarded 1st and 2nd place respectively
in the Mitchelstown Community Youth
Awards; a huge achievement considering
over 160 nominations were submitted for
consideration for all surrounding primary
and secondary schools. Tara O’Gorman was
awarded 1st place for her contribution to the
Irish National Ladies Soccer Team and her
successes at an international level. David
Baginski was awarded 2nd place for his
success as a shortlisted finalist in the Eason’s
Creative Writing Competition. David’s book
was published as an e-book. We are very
proud of them both.

Tara O’Gorman and David Baginski – 1st and 2nd Place at the Tesco
Mitchelstown Community Awards

Excellent Leaders – St. Fanahan’s College male and female House Captains
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Introduced in September 2015, our House System
was introduced as part of our Inclusion Policy and
positive behaviour strategy. Each student in the
school was placed in either the house of Cobra,
Shark, Falcon, Bear or Lion; ensuring an even
balance from each year group was represented in
each house. Students earn ‘Merits’ for a variety of
positive behaviours; merits which count towards
the ‘House Total’ which is updated on a weekly
basis. Inter house competitions based on Art,
Music, Sports, Academic Excellence, amongst
others contribute to the House Total with the
highest scoring house winning the house cup at
the end of the academic year. Our House Captains
have displayed excellent leadership and well
done to the House of Cobra who is currently top
of the House Leaderboard.

Community Education
The Wider Benefits of
Community Education: Learner
Perspectives
Two of our Community Education
learners have shared their stories in
short films which are available to see on
the Community Education page on the
Cork ETB website: http://cork.etb.ie/
further-education-and-training/adulteducation/community-educationcef-aeo/ . These are just two learners
stories but they highlight the valuable
work that is being done in Community
Education in transforming people’s
lives for the better.
Community Education is outside the
formal education sector, with the
aims of enhancing learning, fostering
empowerment and contributing to
civic society. It is primarily designed
to promote and assist local not-forprofit community education groups
address the needs of their community,

in particular those with limited formal
education. It is difficult to capture the
wider benefits of Community Education
but these films give an insight into what
it is about.

Bernie Kennedy attended an Upholstery
course in the Q Centre in Mallow and
went on to set up her own business. Her
participation in this course enabled
her to fulfil her dream of working in an
area that she is passionate about.

Johnny McGrath attended a Creative Writing class in The
Lantern Project in Cork City. In his film he tells he speaks very
honestly and openly about the difficulties in his life and how
his involvment with the Lantern Project and participation in
the Creative Writing classes has helped him to transform his
life.
The films are beautifully shot and were produced to a very
high standard by Damian Drohan, a talented photographer
and filmmaker.
The production of these films, which we hope are just the first
two of many, was part funded by the AONTAS as the National
Coordinator for the implementation of the European Agenda
for Adult Learning (EAAL) as part of a national promotional
strategy funded by the European Commission under the
Lifelong Learning Programme.

Coachford College
Fashion Show
Coachford College Transition Year
students held a fashion show in the
school on 22nd January in aid of
Marymount Hospice, showcasing local
and national shops including Swamp,
Penneys, New Look, Quiz and many
more local shops. Over 450 people
attended the event with teachers and
senior students taking to the catwalk
in a range of styles and fashion. Over
€4,200 was raised for the charity.
Charitable endeavours should always
be recognised and this is an amazing

feat for the 4 students: Ciara Twomey,
Kate Sheehan, Sinead Buttimer and
Julie Verling who organised the event

and who had the foresight and ambition
to drive this project to fruition.

Students and teachers taking to the
catwalk in casual outfits.

Leaving Cert students modelling ball
gowns from Fran and Jane.
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Cork Training Centre
Cork Training Centre were pleased to
recently host Macra Na Feirme’s AllIreland Welding Competition. This
event is sponsored annually by Griffin
Engineering Midleton and this year 18
competitors participated on the day.
Carbery man, Patrick O’Leary, from
Kilmeen Macra won this year’s final,
Philip Dennehy, Sliabh Luachra Macra,
Avondhu, Cork was awarded 2nd place
and in 3rd place was Darren Walsh from
Kilmacthomas Macra, Co. Waterford.
Also included in the pictures are Pat
Griffin of Griffin Engineering, Seán
Finan, National President of Macra,
Enda McWeeney, Cork Training Centre
Manager and Tony Cotter, Instructor
Cork Training Centre who was the
judge on the day.

Brendan Murphy – Admissions Officer chatting to an interested client at a promotional
stand which ran for 2 days recently at Wilton shopping Centre.

Seán Finan, Macra National President,
said, “I’d like to thank Griffin Welding
and Engineering Supply Centre for
their generous sponsorship of the
competition and the staff of the Cork
Training Centre in Bishopstown for
their assistance in running the event.
Congratulations to all the finalists and
winners who demonstrated a very high
level of skill”.

Coláiste Ghobnatan
Taispeántas cruthaithe ag daltaí na hIdirbhliaina
2015/16
Sa thaispeántas “Ag fágaint ár rian” feictear cnuasach de
phlaic a léiríonn lámh gach dalta ar crochadh san Ionad
Cultúrtha. Tá teilgean gach láimh mar shiombail de ghníomh
an phróiséis idir an lámh agus aigne. Rinne na daltaí na
saothair seo mar chuid de thionscadal bainteach le téama
aireachas san ealaín. Feictear thoradh an dathú aireach seo i
dtrí phainéil daite mar pháirt den taispeántas.

Daltaí C.G.A.T ó Bhliain 5, i mbun oibre ar mhálaí féirín na nollag.
Dhein na daltaí na cístí, na cookies agus na bronntanais go léir
a bhí istigh sna málaí iad féin, agus dhíol siad iad go lucht na
scoile, le lipéidí orthu, agus bhailigh said €240 d’ospidéil na
Trócaire i gCorcaigh..

Daltaí ó Bl. 1 ag breathnú ar “ Ag fágaint ár Rian”.
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Coláiste Daibhéid
Comórtas Cuimhneacháin Hugh
O’Flaherty
Chuir
Rang
Staire Idirbhliana
Ard Mhaca isteach ar Chomórtas
Cuimhneacháin
Hugh
O’Flaherty
le déanaí. Bhí orthu foghlaim faoi
ghníomhartha
Monsignor
Hugh
O’Flaherty le linn an Dara Cogadh
Domhanda (sábháladh 6,500 duine ó
na Naitsithe a bhuíochas d’iarrachtaí
an Mhonsignor) agus dán a chumadh
bunaithe ar a shaothar. D’éirigh le
Glenn Ó Faircheallaigh an comórtas a
bhuachan. Scríobh sé dán dár teideal
‘What’s Wrong With The World?’ ’
Dúirt na moltóirí ‘the poem is well
thought out, well-crafted with excellent
punctuation and the poet has a clear
understanding of the message which
he is attempting to put across, which
has been done successfully.’ Is féidir an
dán a léamh thíos.

What’s Wrong With The World?
The colour of our skin defines us
The way we walk, the way we talk
The way you look and what you say
Could get you killed one day.
People getting called names
Buildings go up in flames
We have soldiers dying
Leaving loved ones crying.
People call you weird or strange
Because your ideas aren’t the same
A world that’s corrupt to the core
People want money more and more
No one knows what to do,
They should take inspiration from
Hugh.

St. Aidan’s Community College
Top Prize for St. Aidan’s in UCC
Engineering Competition
A team of five Transition Year students
from St. Aidan’s Community College,
Dublin Hill, Cork scooped first prize in
the prestigious UCC Engineers Without
Borders (EWB) Turbine Competition
which was held on Dec 4th in UCC.
They fought off stiff competition from
15 other Cork schools.
EWB is an international student driven
organisation attempting to raise
awareness
regarding
sustainable
development through technology and
engineering. Members of the UCC EWB
team assisted the TY students over a
six week period and collaborated with
the school’s departments of physics,
engineering, construction and art to
produce the winning turbine design.
The students now hope to further
develop the project with a view to
entering next year’s BT Young Scientist
Exhibition.

Prof. Nabeel Riza, with the winning team members

St Aidan’s Basketball teams make it three out of three!
St Aidan’s U19 boys’ basketball team have qualified for the All Ireland Basketball semi-finals in the National Basketball Arena,
Tallaght in February.
This follows on the success of the boys’ U16 and the girls’ U19 teams who have also qualified.
All three teams will now travel to Dublin to represent their school. This is a great achievement for the players, the school and their
coaches, Ms Furlong, Ms Scanlon and Mrs McCarthy.
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Coláiste an Chraoibhín
Visit by past pupil Shayne
Murphy (Manchester City FC
Sports Scientist)

in the University of Limerick, clearly
outlining the sacrifices and dedication
required in order to achieve success.
He spoke of his daily work and training
schedules with the Manchester City
Youth Academy and his experiences

Shayne Murphy, past pupil of Coláiste
an Chraoibhín, returned to talk to the
school community about his success
and run a coaching session with their
soccer teams.

working with various clubs including
Liverpool, Blackburn Rovers and
Cardiff.The highlight of his experiences
was warming up the Cardiff first team
in front of the Kop, Liverpool being his
team since childhood.

Shayne is currently working as Lead
Sports Scientist in Youth Development
with Manchester City Football Club
and Consultant Sports Scientist with the
Welsh FA.
During his recent visit, he spoke to the
school cohort about the importance
of hard work and giving everything
to achieve your goals and dreams. He
gave a detailed breakdown of his time
studying Sport and Exercise Science

Top marks for Coláiste an
Chraoibhín student Joe Steele.
On Saturday 21st November, Coláiste
an Chraoibhín student Joe Steele
received the award for ‘Best Overall
Male Result in the Junior Certificate
Technical Graphics Higher Level Exam’
at an award ceremony in the Park Hotel
in Clonmel. Last June 11,932 students
sat the Technical Graphics exam across
the country.

Youthreach The Glen

Students and staff at the recent
1st CETB All Centre Graduation
Ceremony in Silversprings.

A selection of talented Glen
Youthreach students who attended
and graduated recently at the
1st CETB All Centre Graduation
Ceremony.
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Glen Youthreach LCA2 Students who went to Cork
96FM recently as part of their studies.

Youthreach Fermoy
Youthreach Fermoy ‘Spread the
Love’ this Valentine’s Day
Students at Youthreach in Fermoy are
currently celebrating the long awaited
opening of their new catering facility.
The kitchen not only provides students
with breakfast and a hot meal every day,
but also gives them the opportunity to
learn practical catering skills.
Students and staff are very keen to
share their celebration with others
around the town and what better way
to celebrate than with a bit of baking!
Wanting to mark the opening of the
new kitchen, the students came up
with the ‘Youthreach Spreads the
Love’ project. They decided that, this
Valentine’s day, they would share
their success by baking 250 Valentine
themed buns. With the help of their
catering teacher, Sharon, the students
planned to bake, ice and deliver the
buns to businesses, secondary schools
and organisations around the town that
have helped Youthreach in the past.
They also planned to deliver cakes to
some of the neighbouring businesses
in the Faber Castell Industrial Estate as
a way of celebrating and announcing
their new premises. The students also
hope to plan an Open Day where local
people will be invited to come and see
some of the work Youthreach do; and
perhaps sample some of their baking!

Youthreach Knocknaheeny
Young Social Innovators project
The LCA2 students from Youthreach
Knocknaheeny raised awareness and
money for the Homeless in Cork for
their Y.S.I (Young Social Innovators)
project. The group carried out a
number of actions: they got in a
guest speaker from Cork Simon, they
organised a Christmas Jumper Day on
Tuesday the 15th December and Sarah
Co-ordinated a Christmas dinner to
get everyone in the Christmas spirit.
A lot of students and teachers turned
up on the day wearing colourful
jumpers and everyone contributed
generously. There were games and a
raffle on the day and €75 raised for the
Simon Community. Between the raffle,
jumper day, jumble sale and a soccer
tournament, organised by a number of
groups, €350 was raised by the students
and staff of Youthreach Knocknaheeny.
A cheque was presented to Cork Simon
on Thursday the 28th of January.

Congratulations to QQI4 students, Caitlyn O Driscoll, Craig Dowdall and Kayleigh O
Driscoll for becoming semi finalists in this years Doodle for Google art competition.
Their doodle creations are inspired by this years theme ‘Ireland is...’ which celebrates the
anniversary of the 1916 Rising
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Nagle Community College
College Awareness Week at Nagle Community
College

year groups to think about their college and career choices.
The whole school (and even some teachers) got involved
in fun activities such as: Inflatable Sumo, Giant Connect 4,
Blindfolded Goals and Interactive Ball Games. Music was
provided by Student DJs and prizes were awarded for the
most enthusiastic participants. A fantastic and energetic
morning was had by all.

Nagle Community College recently held events as part of
National College Awareness Week. The main event ‘College
Olympics’ was organized by the TY group and Ms. Pamela
O’Leary and was designed to encourage students from all

Students from Nagle Community College recently represented
their local Meitheal group and assisted with the delivery of
Christmas Presents to the Children’s Ward of Cork University
Hospital

Schull Community College
Young Scientist Success
Schull Community College was very proudly represented at
the BT Young Scientist Exhibition in the RDS. It was the school’s
most successful exhibition with five projects on display and
four of those projects winning a range of awards.
Noah McCarthy Fisher won First Prize in his section for his
project: What would it take? A study into the renewable
energy needs of an Irish village. Noah was also presented
with a special award, the Mary Robinson Foundation Climate
Justice Award, for his project.
A range of other prizes were awarded to students for their
projects, including Third Prizes in the Intermediate Social and
Behavioural Group category and the Senior Biological and
Ecological Group category, as well as a Highly Commended
award and a Raspberry Pi programming prize.

Schull CC Young Scientists

The groups were mentored by coordinating teacher Ms. Lara
Kelly and Mr. Padraig O’Sullivan.

Christmas Crackers 2015
“Christmas Crackers”, the Schull CC Christmas Concert, was
full of energy, confidence and comedy and was brimming
over with talent as the performers played to capacity crowds
both nights. Transition Years presented a lively adaptation of
the hit musical “Hairspray” and “The Bethlehem Fawlty”, told
the Christmas story from a unique and humorous perspective.
As always all of our First Year students got on the stage, and
they put on Roald Dahl’s “Cinderella”. All acts were superbly
supported by the college orchestra.
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Maria Immaculata Community College

Leaving Certificate Music students from Maria Immaculata
Community College recently performing in the variety concert.

Leaving Certificate Biology students from Maria Immaculata
Community College Dunmanway on an Ecology study at Fota
Wildlife Park.

McEgan College
School Bank
McEgan College are very fortunate to be
one of the second level schools to work
with Bank of Ireland this year. This initiative
is designed by Bank of Ireland to educate
students about personal banking and
finance. It gives students the opportunity
to work in the School Bank branch across a
variety of roles from Bank Manager to Audit
Specialist. The School Bank provides the
opportunity for all our students to open a
bank account and it makes it easy for them
to save on a regular basis.
We were very fortunate for our School Bank
Launch Tuesday 19th January to have Aidan
Walsh, Cork Hurler present to assist with
the launch.

School bank launch with Cork Hurley Aidan Walsh

McEgan College’s PLC hairdressing students competed
in the annual Irish Schools Hairdressing competition,
held on February 8th 2016 in St. John’s College of Further
Education. Bérengére Hurley, Nadine Spillane and Geraldine
Kelleher proudly represented the College across a variety
of hairdressing disciplines ranging from; ‘Full Fashion Live
Model’ to ‘Fantasy Mannequin Up-style’ categories. Maureen
McCartney also participated in the competition as a model.
Hairdressing students from all around the country competed
in the prestigious competition. Macroom native and second
year hairdressing student, Geraldine Kelleher, was announced
the winner of the ‘Fantasy Mannequin Up-style Competition’,
sparking great celebrations among the McEgan staff and
students. Geraldine’s unique design was a credit to her weeks
of planning and preparation for the big event. This marked a
very proud moment for Geraldine and all concerned in the
newly established hairdressing course in McEgan College,
Macroom. Heartiest congratulations to all!

Geraldine Kelleher working on her fantasy hairstyle
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Kinsale College of Further Education
Inaugural Health
Promotion Week
The students of Level 6 Health Service
Supervisory
Management
Skills
course at Kinsale College of Further
Education were delighted to launch
the first Health Promotion Week at
the college from February 8th – 11th
2016. The event included daily healthy
food presentations, fresh juices
demonstrations, health screening, guest
speakers and much more. Students
of Level 6 took a holistic approach
in the overall theme of the event and
integrated many aspects from other
courses available at the college in the
health promotion week. An example of
this, is liaising with students from the
Professional Cookery course on menus
for the health promotion week. The
week culminated in a free public event
on Thursday evening at Temperance
Hall, Kinsale, focusing on mental health
awareness, health screening and
exercise.
The health promotion week aimed
to promote the overall health and
wellbeing of both the students and staff

at Kinsale College, as well as allowing
the students of Level 6 Health Service
Supervisory
Management
course
showcase the valuable skill set they
have gained throughout their studies
at the college. Students already have
gained vast insights & experience into

Organising committee of Health Promotion week in Kinsale College
with Director Liz Moynihan

Back To Education Initiative
BTEI Learner Profile:
Frankie O’Neill
I left school at fifteen, having sat half a
Maths GCSE exam. I began work and
continued to do so for many years. 25
years later, my youngest started preschool. I came across an advertisement
in a local paper for a BTEI Level 5
Childcare Course.
I reluctantly returned to education at
the age of 40. The course offered many
benefits, including support to develop
the ability to write assignments again
and also practical knowledge and skills
via work placement.
I progressed to Level 6 Childcare, with
distinctions in both levels. It presented
me with new challenges and helped to
broaden my knowledge base. I gained
confidence in my abilities to engage
with education again, after so long.
This helped to sustain me through the
other courses, as did the supportive
learning environment within Cork ETB.
With Level 5 and 6 Childcare
Certificates completed, I continued

organisational skills, event planning,
time management, leadership and
conflict management throughout the
planning and organising of the event
under the guidance of their course
co-ordinators Theresa McCarthy and
Helena Farrell.

BTEI Learner Poem

onto 3rd level
education.
In 2013, I
graduated
from U.C.C.
with a B.A.
(Hons)
in Early
Years and
Childhood
Studies. I was
extremely proud to have achieved a
First Class Honors and was awarded
the academic highest achiever of the
year and overall highest grade of the
degree programme to date.
In 2014, UCC awarded me a full
Academic Excellence Scholarship
leading to a Level 9 programme,
accredited by the Health and Social
Care Professionals Council (CORU).
This allowed me to register and practice
as a social worker with regulatory
bodies in Ireland and Internationally.

Back to Education
(by Margaret Fenton-Doyle)
Going back to education
Is now a popular vacation
For all different ages
Who like to turn the pages
To explore the possibility
And gain some credibility
To master their confidence
And meet some new friends
To get a qualification
That’s recognised by the nation
And at last have the power
That they now can devour
And savour all this knowledge
If they want to go to college
Or maybe fulfil their life’s dreams
To share in the many schemes
That are on offer every day
In every single way
And receive a helping hand

BTEI courses gave me a building block
to progress and continue on with my
education, leading to an internationally
recognised qualification.
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From those who understand
That going back to education
Is now a very – very popular vacation

Youthreach Mallow
Mallow Student Wins
Competition
The Michael Sweetman Educational
Trust was established in 1975 in
memory
of
economist
Michael
Sweetman, one of 118 people who died
in an aircraft crash near Heathrow in
June 1972. Mr. Sweetman was a strong
supporter of Ireland’s entry into the
European Economic Community and
following his death, an education trust
was set up in his memory. This trust now
takes the format of the Contemporary

Issue Task with a European dimension
included. The competition is open to
all Leaving Certificate Applied Year 2
students studying in ETB schools and
colleges around the country. This year
23 students, along with Jessica Gravina
Moynihan, Mallow Youthreach, will be
travelling to Strasbourg from January
26th to 29th where they will have the
opportunity to spend a day in the
European Parliament and experience
what it would be like to be an MEP for
a day. They will also see how decisions

made at European level affect people
all over Europe and they will be
afforded the opportunity to express
their personal opinions on a given
subject.
On return home each student is
required to submit a report, written
or photographic to the ETBI. This is
a unique opportunity for students to
meet, work and socialise with not only
students from ETB schools around the
country, but with students from other
European countries.

their involvement and enthusiasm
in the talk. In the interest of balance
and fairness, YR Macroom has been
in touch with political representatives
from the other parties to come and talk
to the students and give their views on

how their party could best serve the
young people of Macroom. The centre
very much looks forward to the many
discussions and debates to come. They
are giving Vincent Brown a run for his
money, that’s for sure!

Youthreach Macroom
Youthreach Macroom get into
Gear for the Elections!
To kick start the new year, Youthreach
Macroom have started up a new
initiative aimed at getting our students
informed about local and national
politics – ahead of the 2016 General
Election. As well as encouraging those
students who have reached 18 years of
age to register to vote, they also want to
create awareness around the different
political parties and how their varying
views may be relevant to our young
people. They were delighted to kick
start their forums by inviting Macroom
based Fine Gael T.D Michael Creed to
the centre to give a talk on how local and
national politics is indeed very relevant
to the students and their families.
Students actively engaged in a vibrant
and informative discussion with Mr.
Creed, and asked him a broad range of
questions regarding Fine Gael policies.
Afterwards, Mr. Creed gave high praise
to the students and thanked them for

St. Colman’s Community College
New €10 Million School Extension
Minister Sean Sherlock TD performed the official ‘Turning of
the Sod’ on 11th December 2015, marking the commencement
of construction on the site of a new €11 million extension for
St. Colman’s Community College in Midleton.
The new two storey, 5,640 square metre extension will
adjoin the existing school building and will include 35 new
classrooms, engineering workshops, science laboratories,
music rooms, communications graphics rooms, business and
computer facilities, arts and crafts room as well as a brand
new two story sports hall complete with changing facilities
and a Special Education Needs Unit. The new extension will
accommodate 1,000 students at the school, when completed.
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Terence MacSwiney Community College

Student Nicole O’Donnell modelling her entry for this year’s Bank of Ireland Junk Kouture competition, pictured here with her two codesigners, Rebecca Murphy and Brittney Quilligan and their teacher Norrie Ross. Junk Kouture is a National contest for second levels
students which aims at promoting creativity in young designers and wearable art from everyday junk.

Coláiste Choilm
Young Scientists

As usual the students radiated confidence as they took each
judging in their stride, relishing the opportunity to tell anyone
who would listen about their rationale, experimental methods
and of course, those all-important results.
On Thursday they had some very welcome visitors as 180
first year students from the school visited the exhibition
to hopefully gain some inspiration for their own projects in
years to come. After a thoroughly enjoyable 4 days they were
delighted to return home with a total of 15 awards.

A total of 52 students and 4 teachers travelled to the BT Young
Scientist and Technology Exhibition this year, presenting an
impressive 22 projects across all four categories. The Coláiste
and Gaelcholáiste contingent were the largest school in
attendance and it is fair to say their presence was felt across
the airwaves on a daily basis! From television and radio
interviews to newspaper coverage across local and national
media, the Coláiste Choilm crest was worn with pride.

All Ireland Scholarship recipient Gaelcholáiste student James
Harte congratulated by JP McManus, Jan O’Sullivan (Minster for
Education and Skills) and Michelle Sliney (Principal Coláiste
Choilm) in University of Limerick, November 2015

Coláiste Choilm students celebrate their Highly
Commended awards
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School Completion Programme

By Sarah Hodgins
I started my placement in November
with the North Cork School Completion
Programme (SCP). As a Social Care
student in the Cork Institute of
Technology I was eager to explore the
many possibilities and opportunities
available to me. Working with children
was always something I was interested
in but had little experience in. After
much research I felt that SCP would be
a great learning experience. Before
starting my placement I met with
Deirdre Foley the SCP co-ordinator.
She explained the many roles that the
programme had to offer in the schools
and ensured that I was committed to
the placement. SCP is designed to give
support and attention to children who
are at risk of leaving school early. I am
very lucky that I have been given the
opportunity to gain experience in both
the primary and secondary school
setting. The aim of the programme
is to provide the student and also the
parents with any additional support
services that would in turn make their
day to day school life easier resulting
in school retention.
Initially I wasn’t sure what would be
expected of me, however with the
support and encouragement that
I received, I quickly settled in and
immediately felt part of the team. I
became part of the many clubs that
SCP has to offer its students such

as Breakfast Club, Lunch Club and
Homework Club. During my time
here I have also spent time in a
classroom setting. I felt this was a great
experience as I was able to observe
the teacher student relationships and
also the relationships that the students
had with each other. Throughout the
school day the SCP team spend much
of their time carrying out one on ones
with specific children in the school.
Luckily I have learnt a lot as I have been
given every opportunity to sit in on and
take part in these sessions. I have also
been given the opportunity to work
with children in the school. This is done
under supervision which allows me to
lead the session but also gives me the
support and guidance which is needed
during this learning experience. While
on placement I also got the opportunity

to sit in on a few of the many talks hosted
by SCP. This is a great opportunity for
parents to pick up valuable tips that
they can implement at home. Attending
this was a great experience and gave
me information and tips that I will be
able to use throughout my personal life
and professional career.
I would highly recommend this
placement to anyone who has an
interest in working with and supporting
children during their education. The
SCP team have done everything in
their power to help me expand my
knowledge in this area and have always
taken the time to listen to my opinion
and give me feedback. I have been
so lucky that I have had a say in every
aspect of my placement and have been
given so much support, encouragement
and responsibility.
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Life as a placement student with
North Cork School Completion
Programme

Health and Safety Training
Members of staff in
attendance at recent
Manual Handling
training in Cork
Training Centre. In
recent months, staff
from schools, colleges,
further education
centres and Cork
Training Centre
have been attending
in-service Health
and Safety training
delivered by The CPL
Institute on behalf of
Cork ETB, including
Manual Handling,
Working at Heights,
General Property
Management and Fire
Awareness.

